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1.1 Field of study

1.2 Recommended level [Bachelor/ Masters]

1.3 Recommended study programme/
qualification

2.1 Name

2.2 Recommended qualifications for the

Journalism/Communication and Media
Studies

Bachelor/Masters

Journalism/Mass Communication

Debunking disinformation

Academic, Journalist, PhD

teacher [practitioner, theoretician, PhD holder

in a certain field of study, etc.]
2.3 Year of study [entry level/ advanced]

2.4. Evaluation type [examination/ project/
portfolio/essay]

2.5. Type of discipline [facultative,
compulsory]

Intermediate level

Portfolio

To be decided at Faculty level

3.1 Number of 2 | From which: 2, for 4 | 3.3 seminar [theory 2, for 6 weeks
hours per week 3.2 course weeks | & practice]/laboratory
[theory] [practice &
laboratory]
3.4 Total number of | 20 | From which: 8 3.6 seminar [theory 12

hours 3.5 course

[theory]
[3.1 X number of

weeks; 10 weeks
per semester]

& practice]/

laboratory [practice &
laboratory]

Time distribution Hours
Individual study using a manual, course support, bibliography, notes from 28
the course

Documentation online and/ or on the field 20
Preparing homework: individual or teamwork, portfolios, essays, etc. 28




Tutoring 2

Examinations 2

Other activities ..iviiiiiiii e

3.7 Total hour of individual study 76
3.8 Total hours per semester (3.4. + 3.7) 100
3.9 Number of ECTS 4
4.1 curriculum preconditions Not needed

(recommended previous courses)

4.2 competences preconditions Not needed

(Recommended - news gathering techniques; news
writing)

5.1 for the course Laptop, Projector, Screen, Audio System, Internet
access

5.2 for the seminar/laboratory Laptop, Projector, Screen, Audio System, Internet
access

6.1. Professional competencies Debunking disinformation is a course developed in

order to:
[job skills to be developed]

° To know and understand the main concepts
and theories related to disinformation, virality and
debunking

° To get solid knowledge regarding the
mechanisms used for debunking fake news and
disinformation
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° To develop a journalistic piece in order to
debunk disinformation

° To develop the skeleton of an inoculation
campaign

6.2. Transversal competencies ° Critical thinking

[team work, critical thinking, global e Teamwork

citizenship, etc.]

7.1 General objective The objective is to teach the future journalists to be

able to decide what pieces of information are
dangerous and should be debunked and how to
elaborate a journalistic piece focused on debunking
disinformation, which might be effective at least on
a fraction of the intended audience.

7.2 Specific objectives e By the end of the semester, students in this
course will:
[Learning outcomes - observable, e Be able to identify viral pieces of
measurable] disinformation
¢ Understand the social and psychological
mechanism that lie behind viral mis-, dis- and
mal-information and that support effective
debunking
¢ Use online and offline sources and tools to
verify information and create attractive and
easy to follow debunking articles and social
media posts.

8.1. Course Teaching methods Observations

[connected to professional & |[link among proposed teaching
transversal competencies] methods and intended competences]



Course - week 1

What is debunking. Fake news,
conspiracy theories, mis, dis and
mal-information. The differences
among debunking, verifying and
fact-checking. Why is debunking
important in a democratic setting.

Understanding online virality. Filter
bubbles and echo chambers. What
research says about online
audiences

Course - week 3

The psychology behind information
disorders. Cognitive biases.
Polarisation. The inoculation theory
of resistance to influence

Course - week 5

Tracking viral disinformation online:
CrowdTangle; poorly curated social
networks; online groups, and trolls;
video, memes, personal stories,
rumours, non-expert advice

Course - week 7

Crossing sources for debunking. The
scientific approach. Cross
verification. Experimentation.
Reverse search image and
geolocation.

Proper debunking: Fact - Myth -
Fallacy - Fact. Distribution of
debunking pieces.

Resilience - creating messages to
inoculate people against
disinformation

8.2 Seminar/laboratory

Seminar - week 2

A discussion on debunking cases -
sources, intended audiences, effects

E-learning, Ex Cathedra, Tips,
Open discussion

E-learning, Ex Cathedra, Tips,
Open discussion

E-learning, Ex Cathedra, Tips,
Open discussion

Ex Cathedra, Tips, Open
discussion

Teaching methods

[connected to professional &
transversal competencies]

Workshops and hands-on
practice

The conceptual foundations of the
course

Students understand how internet
and social media changed the news
environment

A short introduction to behavioural
economics, to increase the
understanding of online publics and
possible causes for resistance to
debunking.

A deep dive into viral incorrect
content

Newsgathering techniques for
debunking

Newswriting techniques for
debunking

Observations

[link among proposed teaching
methods and intended competences]

A clarification of concepts, using real
life examples

!
_‘



Seminar - week 4 Workshops and hands-on Workshop based on behavioural

practice economics

Recognizing cognitive biases

Seminar - week 6 Workshops and hands-on Identifying possible viral, dangerous
practice messages online for a given

Tracking viral disinformation online community

Seminar - week 8 Workshops and hands-on Practicing newsgathering techniques
practice for debunking

Crossing sources for debunking

Seminar - week 9 Workshops and hands-on Practicing newswriting techniques for
practice debunking — debunking messages

Debunking pieces of news

Seminar - week 10 Workshops and hands-on Practicing newswriting techniques for
practice debunking - inoculation campaigns

Inoculation messages

EXAM _ Final projects on chosen Workshops and hands-on
topics (issue identification; practice
debunking; inoculation strategy)
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Debunking is a type of fact-checking that targets incorrect and misleading claims and
widely help opinions, relevant to a community.

Our news environment changed with the increased usage of the Internet and of social
media, which allowed users to become content producers that can be massively distributed
at negligible costs. As a result, debunking is a process interested in disinformation,
misinformation and viral hoaxes that may have as sources and as disseminators not only
public figures, but also private individuals, online trolls and fake accounts on social media.
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The aim of the debunking process is to warn communities and to provide corrections for
misleading information, erroneous claims, false rumours or modified photos or videos. The
best sources of debunking are professional media workers, such as journalists and fact-
checkers, as they are, in general, perceived by their audiences as neutral sources of reliable
information.

Newsgathering and newswriting techniques are part of the basic training for journalist
students. This course, debunking disinformation, is an intermediate level course, adapted
to the evolutions of our news environments. Recent crises linked to politics, to public affairs
and to the public understanding of science showed debunking skills become an essential
part of journalistic training and are essential for today's newsrooms.

Type of activity ::;Zrlii;laluatlon 12.2 Evaluation methods

Course Bonuses for active Ongoing evaluation
participation

Portfolio: Group and individual assignments

Seminar/laboratory 0% Debunking pieces
of news

50% Inoculation
messages

12.3 Minimum performance standard [linked to specific objectives/ learning
outcomes] for a passing grade (5, for example, in a 1 to 10 grading system)

Knowledge and understanding of the main concepts and theories related to disinformation,
virality and debunking

Solid knowledge of newsgathering and newswriting techniques linked to debunking
Producing a publishable journalistic debunking piece

Developing the skeleton of an inoculation campaign
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Benchmarking courses (links)
https://conspiracytheories.eu/education/syllabuscollection/

Course design:
http://www.washington.edu/teaching/teaching-resources/preparing-to-teach/designing-

your-course-and-syllabus/

Distinction among Learning Goals/ Objectives and Outcomes:
https://provost.asu.edu/sites/default/files/page/1595/student-learning-outcomes.pdf

Transversal competencies:
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002465/246590E.pdf

Professional competencies:
http://www.celt.iastate.edu/teaching/effective-teaching-practices/revised-blooms-
taxonomy

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS):

One credit point means 25-30 hours of workload
https://ec.europa.eu/education/resources/european-credit-transfer-accumulation-
system en

Experiential learning, journalism:
http://www.zurnalai.vu.lt/files/journals/6/articles/72/public/zt-nr2-3.pdf
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This syllabus is under the Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) license.
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